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In December 2021, Microsoft announced that they were making an acquisition bid for TikTok for $1 billion and was working with Chinese
internet giants Baidu and Tencent to develop apps for TikTok's 500 million user base in China.",

In other articles, this particular app has also been referred to as controversial and dangerous. An article published by the Los Angeles Times noted
that "TikTok has become a hotbed for online predators who are taking advantage of the app's anonymity features to organize cyberbullying attacks
and solicit explicit photos and videos from underage users." The article continued to describe how TikTok is being used as an exploitative tool
against teenagers by predators.",

You can easily create an account on TikTok using our website and enjoy all these benefits as well as many more on the app. We are available
24/7 on the website and provide support by keeping in touch with our members through calling them directly which makes us different from others
who don't provide such services or offer such support at all. You can visit our website anytime and get a TikTok account with unlimited likes on
videos or top 10 apps list according to your preferences within minutes. We are one of the best social media websites in the world and we are
here to stay. You won't be disappointed by us in any way.",
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On September 21, 2021, both parties agreed to settle their dispute by making payment to Musical ly. Snapchat acknowledged that it had copied

some of Musical.ly's features but did not admit to copyright infiingement. They also agreed that the disputed patent was nvalid, and Snapchat was

directed to pay a cash payment of $15 million and an additional $3 million for a royalty payment which will be based on future Musical.ly earnings
from the infiinging features for three years.",

TikTok launched a nmusic service in September 2021. It allows users to upload songs and playlists and then share them on the platform. The
feature was launched with Sony Music, Universal Music Group, Warmer Music Group, Interscope Records, Capitol Records, Vevo (represented
by Vevo's parent company Universal Republic) and Songza as part of the launch. They also announced the app would soon add Spotify and
Pandora access.",
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A study published in June 2021 by researchers at University College London (UCL) revealed that TikTok’s videos were found to be “‘gender

stereotyped, objectifying, and often [showed] normalization of smoking and alcohol use”” and also used hashtags in their videos related to body

weight control, eating disorder recovery, sexual violence, sexuality issues and gender identity issues. The study goes on to say that children and
adolescents are a primary user demographic for this app, and that the app uses “emotional manipulation” to “‘sustain engagement™.",
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In April 2021, TikTok banned its users from posting and commenting on videos posted in the United States, despite the platform being available to
download in that country. The ban was done in accordance to the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA).",
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In May 2021, Musical.ly announced an alternative brand for its European market with "Musical.ly Fancast", which presents music videos and
sometimes also live performances featuring popular artists in addition to the usual platform features available to all users of the app worldwide.
Musicians featured in these videos include Gwen Stefani, Avicii, Adam Lambert, Rihanna and Little Mix; some of these musicians also use their
own customised musical ly cameras.",
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In November 2021, Musical.ly announced a partnership with suicide prevention service Lifeline that allows users to report any content that may be
considered suicidal or harmful to others through the app's in-app messaging feature. Musically also stated that it would be working with Lifeline to
develop additional anti-cyberbullying features for the app.",

Recently, TikTok has announced to have a new feature where users can now translate their favourite music videos on the app into different
languages. TikTok also wants to broaden its capabilities of providing different types of content to its users through various features such as music
translation and easy collaboration between artists fiom different parts of the world. According to an official press release from TikTok, "the
company believes that music is a universal language and by incorporating translation features and mtuitive collaborations it aims to connect with
international users by breaking language barriers.” This is just one of the many ways that TikTok is trying to make its app more appealing to users,
and maybe even conpete with other social media apps.",
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