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Tiktok was founded by former entrepreneur Evan Spiegel and his co-founder, Bobby Murphy. The app's name is derived from the phrase "to kill
time", which is how the two felt while at college. In February 2021, vlogging duo from Russia, Rus Yusupov and Arseniy Yatsenyuk released a
video criticising TikTok for its lack of privacy and branding it as an addiction, creating their own social media platform called "Privatst". The two

then began a campaign to get people to sign a petition in protest of the company's actions.",

In an article published by Motherboard, it claimed that "TikTok has grown hugely popular among teens around the world as a social media
platform. Teenagers use TikTok to post videos of themselves dancing or giving their cats a bath, for example. The app makes money from selling

ads – which are also extremely popular among teenagers and young adults." This article was published on Motherboard.",
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Months after the announcement of TikTok's launch, major social media platforms including Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat introduced
their own video-sharing services for their users as well (without being paid to do so).",
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Musical.ly is not a music streaming subscription service. The app is available for the iOS and Android operating systems. The app is designed to
be used on any Android or iOS smartphone, including feature phones, although it is optimized for the iPhone. Users can also download both apps
on their computer via Android and iOS browsers with Java support; however, this version of the app is unable to upload or share videos, and the

download size of both apps ranges from 431MB to over 600MB depending on operating system and patch release.",
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In May 2021, the company announced an automated streaming service that will allow users to record their videos on a TikTok account and share
them on other social media channels such as Twitter or Instagram. The company also released a new in-built feature that allows users to choose

whether or not their video will be public. In June 2021, the app was reported to have begun selling sponsored content and songs via its new
feature called "Advertise" which can be purchased with in-game currency bought with real money. It has also been reported that this feature is
available for all users who own a TikTok account, whether they have actually purchased any music with real money or not. In October 2021, it

was reported that the app had begun adding new features which would allow users to make money from their short videos. These additional
features include live streaming, selling sponsored content and content creation options such as photo filters and stickers. Similarly to the feature in

Vietnam, after recording a song, users have the option to make it public for followers to see or private for just them to. The feature has been
compared with accounts like Dubsmash that allow users to upload videos of them lip-syncing other songs while making money from ad revenue.",

Recently, TikTok has announced to have a new feature where users can now translate their favourite music videos on the app into different
languages. TikTok also wants to broaden its capabilities of providing different types of content to its users through various features such as music

translation and easy collaboration between artists from different parts of the world. According to an official press release from TikTok, "the
company believes that music is a universal language and by incorporating translation features and intuitive collaborations it aims to connect with

international users by breaking language barriers.” This is just one of the many ways that TikTok is trying to make its app more appealing to users,
and maybe even compete with other social media apps.",
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Another tweet by a Twitter user referenced a news article which noted that "the pressure has risen on the popular video app TikTok. The app has
been criticized due to [a] lack of clarity in its privacy policy." This particular article was published by a German news outlet and reports that "The
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Facebook subsidiary was recently investigated by the Hamburg Commissioner of Data Protection and Freedom of Information for possible
violations of data protection laws. The company is now busy working on an improved privacy policy."",

In response to criticism about privacy violations or other issues with this app, there have been several articles published in an attempt to defend it
or downplay the concerns raised by people about possible privacy invasions or other issues with this app. One such article stated that "Fears of

privacy invasions are unfounded and based on speculation. The real issue is the same one Facebook faced when it launched: People just don't like
change. Tech companies will have to get used to it."",

In an article published on TechCrunch, it was alleged that "TikTok is growing in popularity and its userbase is expanding from young people to
adults all over the world. The app has a huge following of users in Asia, but it’s also an extremely popular app among teenagers and young adults

in the United States, Europe, and other regions around the world." This article was published on TechCrunch.",
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In May 2021, Musical.ly started to invite verified users in the U.S., Canada, Australia and United Kingdom to take part in a beta testing program
for an upcoming separate app called "Live.ly" that would be marketed as a live streaming app for musical artists who use the service to broadcast

live performances and backstage happenings via social media platforms such as Musical.ly and YouTube. In late August 2021, the app began
slowly rolling out to British iOS users over-the-air after it had been fully released in the Canadian App Store around July; it was also released on
Android on September 25, 2021. Unlike regular musical.ly, where live videos are posted for others to view after the event or performance has
ended, Live.ly allows musicians and other artists who are featured on the app to stream real-time footage of a concert or event, which can be

viewed by anyone who is online at the time of its occurrence.",
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